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President’s Report 

2007 was a series of successes and a major disappointment. We continued to enjoy a 
series of entertaining and interesting speakers, had an educational and delightful bus 
tour, and raised enough money to pay our bills and squirrel some away for future 
requirements. However, we have failed to spark any substantial interest among our 
local elected representatives in relocating our archives.  

Our annual dinner program, celebrating our 50th anniversary, was a success all around. 
The dinner at the Banquet Centre featured a real party atmosphere, complete with live 
music by the Dan Bone Trio. With the help of our table sponsors we raised in excess of 
$6,000 (see treasurer’s report).  

At year’s end, the Hastings County Historical Society was financially very healthy. In 
addition to revenues from a bus tour and the banquet, we received a $20,000 bequest 
from the estate of Mary McConnell. Altogether, we have more than $50,000 in our 
reserves. We will need all that and more when (not if) we have the occasion to outfit 
and equip a new archives centre. 

In that regard, 2007 was a disappointing year. We made little progress in our 
discussions with local councils. A special invitation to city and county councillors to 
attend an Open House at the Heritage Centre drew only one councillor from Belleville 
and the mayor of Quinte West. Since it was an election year for our local councils, we 
did not see any of our elected representatives coming forth with bold and expensive 
plans to create a new archives centre. Consequently, it gave us an opportunity to 
regroup and form a committee consisting of representatives of the Historical Society 
and members of the councils of the City of Belleville, County of Hastings and City of 
Quinte West. We will complete the formation of business plan in the early part of 2008 
and press our case with our local civic leaders. 

The Intelligencer continues to swell our collection. In the previous year, we had 
received a large number of bundles of Intelligencers from the Prince Edward County 
Archives. In 2007, the Intelligencer donated all of its photo negatives to the archives. 
This is indeed a rich pictorial treasure.  

The Archive Angels, directed by Heritage Advisor Gerry Boyce, deserve a special 
mention for their enthusiastic work at the Heritage Centre. Their preparation of  special 
displays for Canada Day, Archives Awareness Week, schools and the Quinte Mall 
constitute a huge part of our education and outreach program. They are, however, 
almost too successful. With the addition of more files and more equipment, our 
outmoded Heritage Centre has become quite crowded. Throw in a dozen bodies of 
Archive Angels on Monday afternoons and you have a very full house indeed. It is time 
that we looked at alternative sessions so the archives can be open to the public more 
frequently.  
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Outlook publication continues under the new direction of Bill Kennedy as editor and 
production manager. I wish to thank Lewis Zandbergen for his years of editing and 
processing the Outlook in the past. 

We are also grateful to Bill Hunt for organizing a bus tour to one of his favourite 
haunts, the secret locations of rum-runners in Prince Edward County. Once again we 
learned a lot, ate well, enjoyed the spring sunshine and came home ready for Rum-
Runners Part II, which Bill plans to hold in the spring of 2008. The bus tours are always 
popular and contribute substantial sums to our bank account. 

I also wish to express thanks to the other directors who contributed in many ways and 
have written their reports below. 

As I noted last year, ours is a very active Historical Society, and I am proud to have 
served as its president for six years. However, I have given ample notice that I do not 
intend to run again as president and will be passing on those responsibilities to 
someone else. Thank you for the opportunity to have played a role in directing the 
Hastings County Historical Society. 

– Orland French, President 

Treasurer’s Report 

As in previous years, I am pleased to report that financially, the Hastings County 
Historical Society has had another very good year in 2007.  

This year the Banquet provided net revenue of $6,083 and Bill Hunt’s bus tour brought 
in $1,488 which ensured that overall income was more than our expenses.  These events 
are essential to ensure that we come out ahead each year and the organizers are to be 
commended for the excellent work done to make them a success.   

Our overall net income was actually $24,364 but this includes a large bequest of $20,000 
so without that donation, our net income was $4,364 which is lower than last year.  I 
have been directed by the Board to allocate the $20,000 bequest to the Archives fund.  
This brings the value of the fund to $30,000. 

I would like to thank our President, Orland French, all the Board members, Gerry Boyce 
and many others who have made my job a pleasant one. 

– Michael Shaw, Treasurer 

The Quinte Mall Display 

As part of the 50th Anniversary commemoration, the Society held a public display at 
the Quinte Mall on Saturday 15 September. The display of poster sized photos had two 
themes, one being historical pictures of the life and times of this area and the other 
being photos of the activities of the Society over the past 50 years, featuring the current 
work of the Archive Angels. 
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The display was operated by a large team of Angels and some others, less angelic, 
helping out; it attracted considerable interest from all ages, lots of questions and 
aroused much nostalgia in the older visitors and curiosity in the younger ones. 

These public displays are so very important to raise the public profile of the society; to 
illustrate the work that we do; and, hopefully, to encourage public participation. 

– Richard Hughes, Vice-President and Mall Display Co-ordinator 

Hastings Heritage Centre 

The Hastings Heritage Centre was a busy place in 2007. Our workshop volunteers (aka 
the Archive Angels) hosted 39 regular Monday afternoon workshops and introduced 
new Saturday afternoon workshops on the third Saturdays of most months. In addition, 
the Angels sponsored a display and checkers match at the Belleville Downtown 
Winterfest in February, held an Open House to mark Archives Awareness Week in 
April, and sponsored the Canadian Confederation Centennial Checkers Challenge on 

Canada Day (as well as a Historical Scavenger Hunt). To celebrate the Society’s 50th 
Anniversary, the workers created special display panels for a display at the Quinte Mall 
and the Annual Banquet in October, as well as a special event at St. Theresa Secondary 
School (in connection with a Renaissance Club event).   

There were 14 regular Archive Angels at year’s end as well as several other part-time 
Angels who help out at special events. Regular members and their current special areas 
are Marney Black (genealogical records), Gerry Boyce (planning and pest control), Ruth 
Boyce, (special projects), Adele Dibben (picture archives), Marion Fisher (picture 
archives), Lois Foster (land records and genealogical research), Beth Green (special 
queries), Craig Hopkins (construction and special projects), Bill Kennedy (Outlook editor 
and picture research), Katharine Mills (newspapers and maps), Luella Parkhurst 
(special projects), Diane Sule (society papers and sound archives), and Mary Jane 
Throop (planning, accessions and cataloguing). Our afternoon workshops are 
highlighted by various (sometimes exciting) projects, tea and cookies, and a chance to 
exchange information on historical discoveries, challenges and humorous events. We 
are actively seeking other volunteers to become Archive Angels. 

Several Archive Angels spent some time at the Intelligencer archives working on the 
paper’s extensive collections of negatives and prints (1950s-2002). The Archive Angels 
also are reviewing the Society’s catalogued picture collection. 

Researchers continued to consult our resources both in person and by phone, regular 
mail, and e-mail. Most researchers were genealogists seeking their roots.  

Our thanks to the Seventh Town Historical Society and the Trenton Public Library for 
donating microfilm readers to the Heritage Centre. Although not the most recent 
models, they add to our ability to serve researchers. Previously, we were dependent on 
a 1975 model donated by Moira Secondary School. 
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Thanks also to the Friends of the Archives of Ontario, which organization awarded us a 
grant of $400 in December. The grant will be used to construct panels to portray the 
archival activities at the Heritage Centre for educational purposes (Canada Day, school 
tours, etc.) and to provide archival quality boxes to house an anticipated donation of 
several thousand negatives.  

Our thanks is also offered to those who donated archive materials in 2007 (see 
appendix). We continued our policy of donating non-local materials from our 
collections to other archives and heritage facilities. A number of items went to Library 
and Archives Canada.  

Thanks to all the Hastings Heritage Centre volunteers who spent so many hours in 2004 
helping to preserve our county’s history.  

– Gerry Boyce, Workshop Coordinator (and Rodent Remover) 

Outlook Production 

In the fall of 2007 Outlook editor Bill Kennedy assumed the additional duty of producing 
the Society’s newsletter. He replaced Lewis Zandbergen who had volunteered his 
services in that capacity for many years. 

As always there is an ongoing need for newsletter material in both text and picture 
format. A regular feature introduced over the past year is a monthly update on 
Archives Relocation Committee news as the Society tries to find a new home for 
Hastings County’s recorded history. 

Also featured during the year were short biographies of Archive Angel volunteers, the 
rum-runner tour in Prince Edward County and the Society’s 50th anniversary 
celebration in October.  

The Society’s regular October meeting was marked by Outlook with a full front-page 
photo of many of its past presidents gathered around a large birthday cake following 
their congratulatory messages to the membership and a presentation by former past 
president and Belleville mayor, Robin Jeffrey.  

– Bill Kennedy, Outlook Editor 

Outlook Distribution 

We have 300 copies of the Outlook newsletter printed each month from September to 
June. The Outlook is distributed to: 
– every school in Hastings County, whether public, Catholic or independent, 
elementary and secondary. Most of these are sent out through the board offices. 
– communication outlets such as radio, television and newspapers. 
– regional historical and archival organizations. 
– political and municipal leaders. 
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I would like to acknowledge the contribution of Elizabeth Mitchell. Since I have not 
joined the computer age, Elizabeth prints all the labels and ID cards. Thank you 
Elizabeth. 

– Vera Morton, Outlook Distributor 

Minus 50  

With 2007 being our 50th anniversary year, we decided to look back 50 years instead of 
100. The following people researched the year 1957 for us: Lois Foster, January 16; Joe 
Shields, February 20; Bill Kennedy, March 20; Mary Jane Throop, April 17; John Uttley, 
May 15; Bill Hunt, September 18; Allen Montgomery, November 20.  

Thank you to all those who volunteered and gave us a glimpse of life in Belleville in the 
year the Hastings County Historical Society began.  

– Elizabeth Mitchell, Minus 100 Co-ordinator 

Membership Report 

At the end of 2007 the Hastings County Historical Society had 20 life members and 103 
yearly memberships for a total of 123 memberships. This total represents more than 123 
people, since some memberships are for families. 

Each year we have a few new members. We would like more. Maybe if you enjoy being 
a member you could encourage a friend, business associate or neighbour to join us.  

– Vera Morton, Membership Director 

Program Report 

The following were our guest speakers and their topics in 2007 
Jan. 16: Andy Thomson and Patricia Philips, Producing Historical Documentaries 
Feb. 20: Doug Knutson and Gerry Boyce, Belleville Church Histories: Victoria Avenue 
Baptist andSt. Andrew’s Presbyterian  
March 20: Steven Duff, Dr Alexander Milton Ross 
April 17: Ruth Clarke, Alderville First Nation 
May 15: Connie Brummel Crook, Preserving our Historical Heritage in Canadian 
Schools  
Sept. 18: Bruce Bedell, Col. John Prince 
Oct. 16: Gerry Boyce & Past Presidents, Celebrating 50 Years of Society History 
Nov. 20: Ann Garvin, Children’s Aid Society –100 Years 
 
– Doug Knutson, Program Director 
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Archives Relocation Committee (ARC) 

The Archives Relocation Committee was formed as a special committee of the Society 
on March 5, 2007, with a goal of acquiring an archives facility with acceptable standards 
for the preservation of archival records. Four members of the Historical Society were 
appointed to the committee: Sharon White (Chair), Orland French, Dick Hughes and 
Mary Jane Throop. We made deputations with PowerPoint presentations to the council 
meeting of Belleville on March 26, Hastings County on March 29, and Quinte West on 
April 2, to explain and promote our goal of establishing a cooperative regional archives 
and to request that two members from each council participate on our Committee. In 
response to our deputations, the following municipal councillors joined the Archives 
Relocation Committee: Pat Culhane and Garnet Thompson from City of Belleville; Dave 
Panabaker and Margaret Walsh from Hastings County; and Terry Cassidy and Craig 
Desjardins from City of Quinte West. 

Discussions were held with staff from the City of Belleville and County of Hastings, 
who expressed an interest in participating in a cooperative venture with the Historical 
Society to preserve their archival records. Quinte West has already established a records 
management and archives program in their new administrative building and will not 
participate in a joint facility, but is providing two councillors to assist with the work of 
our committee.  A presentation was also made to the October 24 meeting of the clerk-
treasurers of Hastings County’s lower tier municipalities, to solicit their interest and 
support. 

The committee met on four occasions in 2007: May 18, June 29, September 14, and 
November 23. Minutes of the committee meetings are emailed to the three municipal 
chief administrative officers.  Four subcommittees were formed: the Locations 
Subcommittee, led by Dick Hughes; Financial / Fund Raising Subcommittee, headed by 
Mary Jane Throop; Archival Needs Subcommittee, led by Sharon White; and Business 
Planning Subcommittee, under the leadership of Orland French. Preliminary reports of 
the first three subcommittees are filed with the Board and available on request. The 
business plan is still under development.  

Brief updates on the work of the Committee were provided to the Historical Society’s 
general meetings and members of the Committee are contributing articles to each issue 
of Outlook.  During the coming year the committee will also provide information on its 
progress through the Society’s web site.  

– Sharon White, Chair 


